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INDIAN SCHOOL AL WADI AL KABIR 
 

Class: Grade 8 Department: ENGLISH Date of submission: 

August 2021 

Worksheet No: 12 Topic: Paragraph Writing Note: English 

Notebook/Reference 

Material 

 

A quote to reflect on before you start writing your notes☺ 

“Have something to say, and say it as clearly as you can. That is the only secret.” 

-Matthew Arnold 

 

What is a Paragraph? 
 
A paragraph is a collection of sentences that are put together to form a single main idea. 
Paragraphs can be short or long; however, they always have a beginning, middle and an end.  
 

Basic features of a Paragraph 

 

• A paragraph usually has a title. 
• The opening sentence or sentences form the introduction of the paragraph. Such a 

sentence is known as the topical sentence.  
• The topical sentence introduces the topic, theme, subject or idea that the paragraph is 

based on.  
• The main body of the paragraph consists of supporting ideas.  
• Supporting ideas provide more information about the main topic presented in the opening 

sentence.  
• However, these ideas must not stray from the topic mentioned in the opening of the 

paragraph.  

• The sentences that form the body of the paragraph must be closely related to each other.  

• Variety in the body of the paragraph should be brought about by using different types and 

kinds of sentences.  

• Thus, the sentences in a paragraph must follow the principle of unity.  

• All the sentences must be presented in a logical order or sequence since they develop the 

idea, they are often arranged in the order of importance.   

• The concluding or closing sentence must sum up the entire paragraph.  It reflects the idea 

presented in the topical sentence.  
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Topic Sentence is usually the first sentence in the paragraph, but not always. It usually introduces 

the main idea and can sometimes also introduce the details. 

 

There are different types of Topic sentences: 

1. General Topic sentence- e.g. Candy is delicious 

2. Clueing topic sentence gives the main idea of the paragraph. Gives hints about what is in 

the details using clue words. e.g. Candy is delicious for three reasons. 

3. Specific topic sentence gives the main idea of the paragraph while giving exact details in 

the order it appears in the paragraph. e.g. Candy is delicious because it is sweet, it comes 

in many different flavours and also because it is only allowed on special occasions.  

 

The Process of writing a paragraph has 3 parts: 

1. Pre-writing: This involves warming up your brain through reading, thinking, talking and 

brainstorming 

2. Writing: This involves the topic sentence, the supporting sentences (signal words, 

coherence, facts, examples, experiences, quotations and order) and the conclusion 

3. Revising the checklist: See if you have the topic sentence, cross out sentences without 

coherence, check sentence order, add new ideas and examples to support the topic sentence, 

check that the signal words guide the reader well, check punctuation, grammar and 

spellings. 

Sample Paragraph 
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WRITING TASK: 

 

As part of the 75th Anniversary celebrations of India’s 

Independence Day (Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav), this 

Paragraph writing activity is about ‘Places related to the 

freedom struggle’. 

 

Choose and write a paragraph of 200-250 words on any 

2 of the topics for writing given below: 

 

1. The Importance of Sabarmati Ashram 

2. A visit to the historic Jallianwala Baugh 

3. Lessons to learn from the Dandi March 

4. A place of historical importance (related to the 

freedom struggle) in my state (why it was iconic 

and what events/ people are associated with it) 

 

You may use the resource links below for reference: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1_Dm1ZjRAM- Dandi March- Salt Satyagraha 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYpgHP7hjjg- Jallianwala Bagh 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2bgsd-KtzE – Sabarmati Ashram 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1_Dm1ZjRAM-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYpgHP7hjjg-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2bgsd-KtzE

